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either to accept the annexation peace or to start at once
a revolutionary war. No other solution is in fact possible.
We cannot put off the decision; we have already done
everything possible and impossible to drag out the negotia-
tions. . . . The question whether it is possible to undertake
at once a revolutionary war must be answered solely from
the point of view of actual conditions and the interest of
the Socialist Revolution which has already begun. If we
summarize the arguments for an immediate revolutionary
war, we shall find that the policy advocated in them is
capable of giving satisfaction to those who crave the
romantic and the beautiful but who fail completely to take
into consideration the objective correlation of class forces,
and the real conditions within which the Socialist Revolu-
tion is developing. There is no doubt that at the present time
(and probably during the next few weeks and months) our
army is in no condition to stop a German offensive. . . .
Under the circumstances it would be very bad policy to
risk the fate of the Socialist Revolution on the chance that
a revolution might break out in Germany by a certain date.
Such a policy would be adventurous. We have no right to
take such chances. . . .

" In concluding a separate peace now we rid ourselves,
as far as present circumstances permit, of both imperialistic
groups fighting each other. We can take advantage of their
strife, which makes it difficult for them to reach an agree-
ment at our expense, and use that period when our hands
are free to develop and strengthen the Socialist Revolu-
tion. ... A truly revolutionary war at this moment would
be a war between a Socialist Republic and the bourgeois
countries. . . . For the time being, however, we cannot
make this our object. In reality we should be fighting now
for the liberation of Poland, Lithuania, and Courland.
There is not a single Marxist who, while adhering to the
foundations of Marxism and Socialism, would not say that
the interests of Socialism are above the right of nations